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Come!  Let us go up to the house of God!
 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  5 Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 
 
In 1777 George Washington’s soldiers faced a cold, bleak winter of inactivity on a mountain near Morristown, New Jersey. Washington noticed signs of restlessness and grumbling. Grim-faced, he told the engineering officers that a fort must be built quickly.  Work on the fortifications started on the double. The soldiers snapped out of their lassitude and began guessing when the attack might occur. When the spring thaw came, the fort was not quite finished, but the general ordered a move.  “But will we move before the fort is finished?” the chief of engineers asked.  “It has served its purpose,” Washington replied with a twinkle. “The fort was just nonsense, to keep the men busy at something they thought important.”  George Washington was the master of the art of motivation.    
 
What motivates you?  If you are a child you are told to eat your vegetables.  But you will not unless there’s desert.  Teenagers, you are told to clean the house.  Then, you can go out with your friends.  Women are motivated to really clean the house and make it spotless when they know guests are coming to visit.  Men, you are told that you may not go hunting or fishing or golfing unless that home improvement project is finished.  That’s motivation.  
 
How about with spiritual things?  What motivates you to get up every Sunday morning and park your car at 549 N Wilson Road by 10am?  What motivates you to sit and stand and sit and stand for an hour?  Why do willingly sit attentively while someone talks to you for 17 minutes straight?  What motivates you to stay after for another 45 minutes and attend Bible class?  What moves you to bring your friends to our congregation?  Why do you read your Bible at home, have devotions with your family and read Bible stories to your children?  
 
Why is it that we sometimes don’t do these things?   Well, we can make the excuse: I work all week and could certainly get more done on a Sunday morning.  I could catch up on sleep, clean the house, run errands.  If I do come for worship and skip Bible class, I’m outta’ here by at least 11:15 and I can get so much more work done.  If I attend church every other Sunday or at least once a month, the pastor won’t call me and express his concern that I wasn’t there.  Children, teenagers and young adults may make the excuse, “It’s boring.  I don’t get anything out of it.”  What motivates us to make these excuses?    
 
Our sinful nature and Satan try to convince us that we don’t need this every Sunday.  They even persuade us to believe that we do not need God’s Word every day, and that once a week will get you by.  And when it comes to the topic of inviting friends to church, these excuses sound good, “What if they say no?  What if they ask a question about church or the Bible that I cannot answer?  What if they don’t like it?”  
How does God feel about your attitudes and excuses?  Our lesson this morning is from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  Isaiah preached to the obstinate people of Judah and Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the very heart of Jewish worship.  At this time in history the people of Israel took the LORD for granted.  They forgot about his promise of a Savior.  They felt that life was going along just fine without their devotion to the LORD.  The LORD sent his prophet Isaiah to remind the people to repent of their sinful attitudes toward God and his Word.  If they did not, the LORD would destroy their city and the temple.  God was saying, “I’ll show you how I feel about your attitude and actions.  There will be no peace for Jerusalem or Judah.  There will be war.”    
 
The Lord feels the same way about your attitude and actions toward his house of worship and his Word.  He will tell you how he feels about it.  He may not bring enemy nation to destroy your home or this church, but he gives plenty of warnings and threats of judgment through his Word.  If you continue to walk in this path, then you’ll live this life with no real lasting peace.  If you continue walking down this road, you will walk down the wrong road to the afterlife, where there will be no peace, but pain and suffering and strife and guilt for all eternity.   
You and I do not want to walk down that path.  How do you and I get rid of our sinful attitudes?  We know that we are guilty of making excuses.  How do we take away our guilt?  We need to find true lasting peace for our troubled consciences.  Only the Lord Jesus can do that.  Listen to his promise of peace in vs4, “They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.”  Isaiah preached about peace in the future of Israel.  This was great news for a nation that had a history of war since its inception.  The weapons used for battle, swords, would be hammered into plowshares, an iron point mounted on a wooden beam, used for plowing a field.  Spears would be beaten into pruning hooks, a knife used for cutting off old dead vine branches and grafting new ones.  That would be like saying M16s and AK47s will be hammered into garden tools.  These weapons will no longer be needed because there will be peace.  The prophet added, “Nor will they train for war anymore.”  Soldiers will have no need for basic training or AIT because they won’t need it.  There will be peace.  
 
Today people read these Scriptures and try to find evidence that there will be peace on earth, especially in the Holy Land.  People read about the peace talks between the Palestinians and the Israelis this week and might think that this prophesy from Isaiah is coming true.  Across the street from United Nations Plaza building in New York a stone wall quotes Isaiah, “They shall beat their swords into plowshares.”  All people desire peace.  What Isaiah means is so very different.  Isaiah saw the peace you and I will experience in heaven, true everlasting peace that will come on the Last Day when Christ arrives with his second and final advent and takes us home where there will be no more use for guns or bombs or training for war, no more worrying if a loved one will have to be deployed, no more worry about a terrorist attack, no more fighting, nor more hostility.  Isaiah’s prophecy was not a promise of political peace on earth but peace in the new heavens and new earth.
 
Isaiah’s prophesy also talked about peace here among you, a spiritual peace based on God’s love in Christ.   Remember before we talked about how God felt about your sins?  Look at the cross.  He punished his Son instead of you and me.  God became angry at Jesus instead of you, because Jesus took your sins upon himself.  You now have peace knowing that your sins are forgiven, your sinful attitudes and actions toward the Word of God, toward church, toward Bible study and worship, those sins have been crucified with Christ.  God is no longer angry with you, but there is peace through Jesus.  Therefore, there is peace in heaven and on earth, between sinful human beings and a holy God, peace in your hearts and consciences.
 

This peace is proclaimed to you here during Bible class and Sunday school and in worship, through the Word and Sacraments.  Here you are reminded of your Baptism which brought you out of a hostile relationship with God into a right relationship.  Here the Lord’s Supper is offered to bring you peace.  That peace in your hearts is evident when I see the smiles on your faces when you hear the words, “This body and blood is for you, for your forgiveness.  Rejoice this day!  You are at peace with your God.”  
 
You have a feeling of peace when leave this house of worship.  This is what changes your attitude and makes you say, “Let’s go to the house of God!”  You are motivated to come to church because of what you know you will find here, as Isaiah tells us in vs3, “[The LORD] will teach us his ways.  We will walk in his paths.”  You are motivated by the same principle as when you go shopping on Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, “Let’s go shopping!  We’ll find great deals!”  In the same way your new attitude says, “Let’s go to Bible study.  Let’s relearn the basics of the Bible.  What great treasures we will discover together in his Word.  Let’s read Bible history stories to our children at home.  What great treasures we can uncover for them!”  
 
Parents, are you having a tough time getting your children or teenagers to come to church?  It starts with your attitude and your faithfulness toward worship and Bible study and personal devotion in God’s Word.  That attitude will spill over to your children.  Are you having a tough time convincing yourself to talk to a friend about coming to visit our congregation?  It begins with your attitude toward God’s Word.  When you constantly experience and know the peace in your hearts and consciences through Christ’s Word and Sacraments, you will want to share that with others.  You will say, “This peace that I experience through God’s Word and Sacraments is so great that I want to my friends and relatives to experience it.  I want them to know the peace that is waiting for them.”  The only thing that will convince them to come and stay is hearing about the peace of God that is theirs through Christ.  The promises of peace that God grants to you will give you that attitude that says, “Come, let’s go to the house of God!”      
 
At the conclusion of a concert two ushers were applauding harder than anybody else. People seated nearby smiled appreciatively at the two music lovers until one of them stopped applauding and the other one was heard to say, “Keep clapping, you dope. One more encore and we’re on overtime.”  What motivates you?  
You have experienced and possess the peace our Lord has given to you personally through his Word and Sacrament.  That’s your motivation to say, “Let’s go to the house of God!”  That’s your motivation to say to others, “Come!  Let’s go to the house of God!”  Amen.  
